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Introduction

The Bible is a unique book in human history for a num-
ber of different reasons. It is the best-selling book of all 
time. It is a collection of sixty-six books written by dozens 
of writers over thousands of years, and yet it is one book 
with a central message and unifying themes. It is the work 
of human writers, but its ultimate author is the God of the 
universe. 

The Bible is the most important book you will ever read, 
but people often struggle to know where to start studying 
the Bible. It is my prayer that this Bible study will help you 
better understand the Bible and how the content you are 
studying fi ts into the overall storyline of Scripture. I trust 
that no matter how much knowledge and understanding of 
the Bible you have, this Bible study will be an encourage-
ment to you.
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Lesson 1 

Beginnings

“In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth.”  
  —Genesis 1:1

Imagine you are an entrepreneur who 
invents a new product. You are so con-
vinced of the potential for profi t that 
you take a second mortgage to fi nance 

a company that will produce, market, and 
distribute the product. The product’s success 
will depend on the decisions you make.

 1. If you found yourself in this situation, 
how much control would you have about 
how the product functions and its intend-
ed operation? Why?

 2. Creators have control of their inventions 
until they sell, give away, or delegate that 
authority to others. What are some other 
examples of the authority creators have 
by right of being the creator?
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Creation
The word “genesis” refers to the circum-

stances that surround the beginning of a 
particular event. That is why the fi rst book of 
the Bible is titled “Genesis”; it describes the 
beginnings of creation, humanity, sin, and 
nations.

 3. According to Genesis 1:1, Who created 
the world?

 4. What rights does He have as a result?

 5. On a scale of 1 to 10, how would you rate 
your level of respect for God’s authorita-
tive rights as creator? How could you in-
crease your level of respect?

Genesis 1 gives the general account of 
creation. The Bible records that the world was 
created in six literal days. There is no reason 
to question this assertion.

 6. Read the rest of Genesis 1 and match the 
days of creation with the appropriate cre-
ated objects.

When the 
Hebrew word 

for “day” 
is used in 

connection with 
ordinal words 
(fi rst, second, 

etc.) and 
“morning” and 

“evening,” it 
never indicates 
anything other 

than a 24-
hour day. For 

information on 
the scientifi c 

evidence 
for a six-day 

creation, visit 
www.answers 
ingenesis.org.
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______ Day 1

______ Day 2

______ Day 3

______ Day 4

______ Day 5

______ Day 6

(a) Dry land; vegeta-
tion

(b) Fish; birds
(c) Light; dark
(d) The atmosphere, 

or expanse
(e) Land animals; hu-

mans
(f) Sun; moon; stars

When we think about the creation around 
us, one of the things that quickly becomes ap-
parent is that humans are different from the 
rest of creation. While some people suggest 
that humans are simply the “highest evolved 
animals,” an intellectually honest person must 
admit that this explanation is lacking.

 7. In your opinion, what is the difference be-
tween humans and animals?

 8. What does Genesis 1:24–27 say is the dif-
ference between humans and animals?

 9. Genesis 1:26 and 27 say that humans 
were created in the image of God. What 
do you think this means?
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The primary signifi cance of humans being 
created in the image of God is that this iden-
tity is what sets us apart from the rest of cre-
ation. Our distinctive standing in creation as 
imagers of God means that we have a unique 
personal relationship with God, the Creator 
of the universe. No other member of God’s 
creation can have the type of relationship with 
God that humans can.

God’s creating mankind in His own im-
age places people above the rest of creation. 
Mankind’s priority in creation focuses ethical 
considerations on the needs of humans fi rst 
and then, secondarily, on the needs of animals 
and nature. 

 10. How does Genesis 1:28 describe man-
kind’s priority over the rest of creation?

 11. While humans are clearly the most impor-
tant part of God’s creation, God expects 
them to be good stewards of the earth and 
its resources. What principles regarding 
mankind’s responsibility toward the rest 
of creation can you glean from the follow-
ing verses?
(a) Genesis 1:31
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(b) Genesis 9:3

(c) Psalm 104:10–29

(d) Proverbs 12:27

(e) Romans 1:20

Sometimes when anatomy teachers begin 
a new class, they will explain the overall struc-
tures that comprise human physiology. They 
will explain that the body contains things such 
as muscles, nerves, a digestive system, an 
immune system. After explaining the overall 
structure of the body, they will begin again 
and explain in detail each system of the body. 
Similarly, Genesis explains the overall con-
cepts of creation in chapter 1 and explains 
the specifi cs of human creation in chapter 2. 
Chapter 2 also tells us what rules God gave to 
Adam and Eve, the fi rst human couple.

 12. According to Genesis 2:16 and 17, what 
specifi c rules did God give Adam?
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Many people assert that the Bible is fo-
cused on what people cannot do; i.e., “thou 
shalt not.” Genesis 2:16 and 17 show the pat-
tern of God’s rules. God fi rst stated that Adam 
and Eve could enjoy the fruit from any tree in 
the Garden. They were encouraged to have 
apples, bananas, oranges, or pineapples any-
time they wanted. Only after God emphasized 
the scope of what Adam and Eve could experi-
ence did He put a restriction on their actions. 
God commanded Adam and Eve to not eat 
from only one tree, the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil.

God declared His creation very good 
(Genesis 1:31). When the world began, noth-
ing displeased God. The stars, planets, fi sh, 
plants, animals, and humans were all just the 
way God wanted them.

 13. Keeping in mind the goodness of God’s 
creation, summarize the teaching of Gen-
esis 1 and 2 as it relates to the following 
categories.
(a) Family (Genesis 1:28; 2:18, 22–24)

(b) Work (Genesis 1:28; 2:15)

(c) Food (Genesis 1:29; 2:16)

When you study 
the Bible, it is 

good to follow 
the pattern of 

refl ecting on all 
the experiences 

God gives you 
to enjoy and 

then consider 
the restrictions 

He gives for 
your protection.



 Lesson 1—Beginnings 15

(d) Living setting/environment ( Genesis 
2:8–15)

(e) Rules (Genesis 2:16, 17)

Sin
Adam and Eve lived in a perfect setting. 

This fi rst human couple had a fulfi lling mar-
riage and rewarding work. Their every physi-
cal need was cared for. Their spiritual lives 
were also incredible; God literally walked and 
talked with them in the Garden of Eden.

Unfortunately, this perfect scenario did 
not last. Genesis 3 records the fi rst negative 
thing in human history. Sin entered the world 
and brought along with it the destruction of 
broken relationships, perpetual struggles, and 
death.

 14. According to Genesis 3:1–7, how did sin 
enter the world?



16 THE BIBLE STORYLINE FROM START TO FINISH

 15. How does Genesis 3:8–13 describe the 
changes in Adam and Eve’s actions after 
they sinned?

Sin separates us from God. Before Adam 
and Eve sinned, they walked and talked with 
God; after their sin, they attempted to hide 
themselves from God. The Bible explains that 
because Adam sinned, everyone sins (Romans 
5:12). Sin results in pain and problems for 
those who sin. God always judges sin; He can-
not ignore it.

 16. What judgments did God give to the indi-
viduals involved with the entrance of sin 
into the world?
(a) The serpent (Genesis 3:14, 15)

(b) Eve (Genesis 3:16)

(c) Adam (Genesis 3:17–19)

The exact 
timing of 

Satan’s rebellion 
against God 

and fall from 
Heaven is not 

recorded in 
Scripture. It 

must have 
happened 

between 
Genesis 1:31, 
where all of 

creation is 
described as 

“very good,” 
and Genesis 3:1.
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 17. Describe a time when you were judged, 
or punished, for a sin you committed.

It does not take long to realize that sin is 
a reality in our own lives and in the world as 
a whole. When we are honest with ourselves, 
we must admit that we sin against God and 
other humans much more than we want any-
one to know. Reading a newspaper and learn-
ing about the horrible events that happen in 
our community, nation, and world quickly re-
mind us that sin is a reality in everyone’s life. 

Because of Adam’s sin and our individual 
sins, we cannot in and of ourselves have fel-
lowship with God. But the fact that we are 
sinners does not negate the potential for close 
fellowship with God; sinful humans are still 
made in the image of God. Instead of naturally 
having fellowship with God, humans must be 
restored to a loving relationship with God. 
Thankfully God provided a way to restore our 
relationship with Him.

 18. How do non-Christian religions attempt 
to create or restore a relationship be-
tween individuals and god(s)?
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Non-Christian religions all have sugges-
tions for how to have a relationship with God; 
they all involve a person doing some sort of 
works in order to obtain this relationship. 
Only Biblical Christianity offers a different 
answer. The Bible’s answer to restoring indi-
viduals to a personal relationship with God is 
sacrifi ce. The restoring sacrifi ce is never the 
life of the individual who sinned; it is always a 
substitutionary sacrifi ce.

 19. According to Genesis 3:21, what was sac-
rifi ced to cover Adam and Eve’s sin?

 20. What was involved in the process of pro-
viding a covering for Adam and Eve?

The sacrifi ce of the animal restored Adam 
and Eve’s relationship with God. This did not 
change the fact that they had sinned; they 
still faced consequences for their sin. They 
lost their innocence and required clothing to 
cover their nakedness. God barred them from 
the Garden of Eden. Their relationship with 
God was no longer natural but something that 
required constant maintenance. And although 
God deferred the death penalty through provi-
sion of a sacrifi ce, Adam and Eve now faced 
the inevitability of death. Nonetheless Adam 
and Eve had a restored relationship with God. 
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They could once again speak with Him, seek 
His counsel, and look forward to spending 
eternity with Him after death.

Hope
Genesis 3 is a sad chapter in many ways. 

Sin and evil entered the world; God cursed 
humanity; and an innocent sacrifi ce was made 
to cover the sin of Adam and Eve. Despite all 
these negatives, Genesis 3 is also one of the 
most hopeful chapters in the Bible. This hope 
is found in God’s curse of the serpent.

 21. What does Genesis 3:15 tell us will hap-
pen to the serpent (Satan) through a de-
scendant of Eve’s?

Although Satan caused signifi cant pain to 
Adam and Eve, the effects are not permanent. 
God gave Adam and Eve and all humans who 
followed them the hope, or certainty, that one 
day a descendant of Eve’s will crush Satan. 
Genesis 3:15 tells us that Satan will bruise the 
heel of this descendant, but ultimately this de-
scendant will destroy Satan’s ability to impact 
the world with his evil agenda.

Important Themes

 1. God is the creator of the entire universe 
and therefore is the supreme authority 
over all His creation.



20 THE BIBLE STORYLINE FROM START TO FINISH

 2. Humans are made in the image of God; 
therefore we are the most valuable part of 
God’s creation and possess a unique abil-
ity to relate to God.

 3. God’s perfect design for His creation in-
cludes rules by which humans are to live. 
These rules—rather than being restric-
tive—are overwhelmingly positive.

 4. Sin is in the world because of mankind. 
Death, evil, and separation from God are 
all results of human sin, not of a vindictive 
God.

 5. God always provides a way to have a re-
stored relationship with Him. This way 
involves a sacrifi ce.

 6. While sin is a reality, there is the certainty 
that a descendant of Eve’s will crush the 
instigator of sin, Satan.

Apply the Truth

 1. What level of respect are you manifesting 
toward God, your ultimate authority?

 2. How can you demonstrate in your life 
God’s high esteem for humanity?

 3. What adjustments in your perspective to-
ward God’s rules do you need to make?

 4. What are you relying on to restore your 
relationship with God?
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